Math 60 7.6 Simplifying Complex Rational Expressions

Objectives:
1) Identify a complex fraction (or “fraction-within-fraction) and recognize that complex fractions are
NEVER simplified final answers.

2) Simplifying Complex Rational Expressions by Dividing (Method I)
a. Rewrite the expression as fraction + fraction.
b. Rewrite as multiply by the reciprocal.
c. Multiply the two rational expressions by factor and cancel (7.1)

3) Simplifying Complex Rational Expressions by Multiplying by the LCD (Method I)
a. Identify the denominator(s) of numerator fractions and denominator(s) of denominator fractions.
b. Find the LCD of all the denominators found.
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¢. Multiply the complex fraction by 1 7D ICD
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Examples and Practice:

Simplify completely, using both methods to solve each problem.
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